Let us, in the first place, consider the direct effects of alcohol upon the body.
In the mouth, undoubtedly, pleasant drinks of this description do give a relish to food, stimulate the flow of saliva, and so indirectly tend to increase the flow of gastric juice. In the stomach, moderate amounts of these liquids cause increased secretion, and make the necessary movements of the viscus more energetic?in a word, assist digestion. In too great quantity, or in too concentrated a form, it rather tends to inflame the mucous membrane, and greatly interferes with secretion, the most important of all functions, hence the dyspepsia, loss of appetite, and consequent emaciation of many spirit-drinkers.
With moderate doses, the heart beats more forcibly, the blood-pressure rises, the smaller vessels are dilated, and the skin flushes, causing a pleasurable sensation of warmth. Similarly there is a stimulant effect upon the nervous system; association of ideas is more rapid, the conversation becomes more brilliant, and there is a greater tendency to think less of the overhanging cloud than of the proverbial silver lining.
But let the dose be too large, and the erstwhile stimulant becomes a powerful depressant; and death from alcoholic poisoning through shock is not un- 
